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ing a light receiving unit configured to input an optical signal
or a light emitting unit configured to output an optical signal,
aboard on which the optical element is mounted, and a guide
holding member that has a through hole into which an optical
fiber is configured to be inserted for inputting and outputting
the optical signal to or from the light receiving unit or the light
emitting unit of the optical element, and is mounted and
arranged to be aligned with the optical element in a thickness
direction of the board. The through hole has a cylindrical
shape and has substantially the same diameter as an outer
diameter of the optical fiber. A diameter of the light receiving
unit or the light emitting unit is smaller than that of the optical
fiber.
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OPTICAL ELEMENT MODULE, OPTICAL
TRANSMISSION MODULE, AND METHOD
OF MANUFACTURING OPTICAL
TRANSMISSION MODULE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

This application is a continuation of PCT international
application Ser. No. PCT/JP2012/068108 filed on Jul. 17,
2012 which designates the United States, incorporated herein
by reference, and which claims the benefit of priority from
Japanese Patent Applications No. 2011-159847, filed on Jul.
21, 2011, incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The disclosure relates to an optical element module, an
optical transmission module, and a method of manufacturing
the optical transmission module.

2. Related Art

In related art, a medical endoscope enables observation of
a lesion part by inserting an insertion unit of the endoscope
deeply into a human body, and enables an examination and
treatment of the human body by further using a treatment tool
together as necessary. As such an endoscope, there is an
endoscope having an imaging apparatus incorporating an
imaging device such as a CCD at a distal end of the insertion
unit. In recent years, an imaging device with a high pixel
number, which enables a clearer image observation, has been
developed, and use of such an imaging device having a high
pixel number in the endoscope has been considered. In a case
where an imaging device having a high pixel number is used
in an endoscope, in order to transmit a signal at a high speed
between the imaging device and a signal processing device, it
is necessary to incorporate an optical transmission module in
an endoscope. To reduce a burden on a patient and secure a
visual field for observation, it is desirable that an outer diam-
eter and a length of the distal end portion of the insertion unit
of'an endoscope be as small as possible. Accordingly, a width
and a length of an optical element module, which is a hard
portion constituting an optical transmission module to be
incorporated in an endoscope, be also as small as possible.

As a technology related to a photoelectric conversion ele-
ment circuit for conversion between an optical signal and an
electric signal, an optical communication module is dis-
closed. In the optical communication module, one end of an
optical fiber is inserted into and fixed to a ferrule, and the
ferrule is fixed to a board having a photoelectric conversion
element and a holding member mounted on different surfaces
of the board by being inserted into a through hole formed in
the holding member. The board includes a through hole to
which an end face of the optical fiber fixed by the ferrule and
the holding member is exposed, and an optical communica-
tion is performed via the through hole (see for example,
Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 09-090175).

SUMMARY

In accordance with some embodiments, an optical element
module, an optical transmission module, and a method of
manufacturing the optical transmission module are provided.

In some embodiments, an optical element module includes
an optical element having a light receiving unit configured to
input an optical signal or a light emitting unit configured to
output an optical signal, a board on which the optical element
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is mounted, and a guide holding member that has a through
hole into which an optical fiber is configured to be inserted for
inputting and outputting the optical signal to or from the light
receiving unit or the light emitting unit of the optical element,
and is mounted and arranged to be aligned with the optical
element in a thickness direction of the board. The through
hole has a cylindrical shape and has substantially the same
diameter as an outer diameter of the optical fiber. A diameter
of the light receiving unit or the light emitting unit is smaller
than that of the optical fiber.

In some embodiments, an optical transmission module
using the optical element module includes an optical fiber
inserted into the through hole. The optical fiber is joined to the
guide holding member by optically aligning one end face of
the optical fiber with the light emitting unit or the light receiv-
ing unit of the optical element.

In some embodiments, a method of manufacturing an opti-
cal transmission module is provided. The optical transmis-
sion module includes an optical element having a light receiv-
ing unit for inputting an optical signal or a light emitting unit
for outputting an optical signal, a board on which the optical
element is mounted, and an optical fiber for inputting or
outputting the optical signal to or from the optical element.
The method includes: mounting the optical element on a
surface of the board; mounting a guide holding member hav-
ing a through hole which has a cylindrical shape and has
substantially the same diameter as an outer diameter of the
optical fiber, on the board after mounting the optical element
on the board, by aligning a center of the light receiving unit or
the light emitting unit with a center of the through hole and by
arranging the guide holding member to be aligned with the
optical element in a thickness direction of the board; inserting
the optical fiber into the through hole; adjusting a distance
between an end face of the optical fiber and the light receiving
unit or the light emitting unit and optically aligning the end
face of the optical fiber with the light emitting unit or the light
receiving unit; and joining the optical fiber to the guide hold-
ing member.

The above and other objects, features, advantages and tech-
nical and industrial significance of this invention will be
better understood by reading the following detailed descrip-
tion of presently preferred embodiments of the invention,
when considered in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of an optical element
module according to a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of an optical transmission
module using the optical element module according to FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of a fixing portion between
the optical element module and an optical fiber of the optical
transmission module according to FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a plan view of a hole in a board of the optical
transmission module according to FIG. 2 viewed from a sur-
face emitting laser side;

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of an optical element
module according to a second embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a guide holding member
used in the second embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of an optical transmission
module in which an optical fiber is inserted into and fixed to
the optical element module according to FIG. 5;
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FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view of an optical element
module according to Modification 1 of the second embodi-
ment;

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view of an optical element
module according to Modification 2 of the second embodi-
ment;

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view of an optical transmission
module according to a third embodiment;

FIG. 11 is a plan view of a hole in a board of the optical
transmission module in FIG. 10 viewed from a surface emit-
ting laser side;

FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional view of an optical transmission
module according to Modification 1 of the third embodiment;

FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view of an optical transmission
module according to Modification 2 of the third embodiment;

FIG. 14 is a cross-sectional view of an optical transmission
module according to Modification 3 of the third embodiment;

FIG. 15 is a cross-sectional view of an optical element
module according to a fourth embodiment; and

FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view of an optical transmission
module in which an optical fiber is inserted into and fixed to
an optical element module according to FIG. 15.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereinafter, embodiments for carrying out the present
invention (hereinafter, referred to as “embodiments™) will be
described with reference to the attached drawings. Note that
these embodiments do not intend to limit the present inven-
tion. In the drawings, the same elements are denoted with the
same reference numerals. It should be noted that the drawings
are schematic, and a relationship between the thickness and
the width of each member, a ratio between each member, and
the like may be different from reality. Also between the draw-
ings, there may be a part containing a difference in a relation-
ship or a ratio between each size.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of an optical element
module 50 according to a first embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of an optical trans-
mission module 100 using the optical element module 50 in
FIG. 1. FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of a fixing portion of
the optical element module 50 and an optical fiber 4 of the
optical transmission module 100 in FIG. 2. FIG. 4 is a plan
view of a hole 10 of a board 1 of the optical transmission
module 100 in FIG. 2 viewed from a surface emitting laser 2
side.

The optical transmission module 100 according to the first
embodiment of the present invention includes the optical
element module 50, the optical fiber 4 for transmitting an
optical signal, and an optical element module 30 for trans-
mitting an optical signal to the optical element module 50 or
receiving an optical signal from the optical element module
50. The optical element module 50 and the optical element
module 30 function as a transmitting module or a receiving
module, and when one of the modules functions as the trans-
mitting module, the other functions as the receiving module.
In the first embodiment, reference will be made to a case
where the optical element module 50 serves as the transmit-
ting module, and the optical element module 30 serves as the
receiving module.

The optical element module 50 includes the board 1, the
surface emitting laser 2, which is a light emitting element
mounted on the board 1, and a guide holding member 3
mounted on a surface opposite of a surface on which the
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surface emitting laser 2 is mounted of the board 1. The optical
fiber 4 is joined to the optical element module 50, and an
optical element module 30 is connected to another end face of
the optical fiber 4. The optical element module 30 includes a
light receiving element 31, which is a photodiode (hereinat-
ter, referred to as PD) that converts light into an electrical
current by receiving an optical signal output from the surface
emitting laser 2, and a transimpedance amplifier 32 (herein-
after, referred to as TIA 32), which performs impedance
conversion on this converted electric signal, amplifies it, and
outputs it as a voltage signal. The optical element module 30
is further coupled to an external signal processing circuit
through TIA 32.

In the optical element module 50, the guide holding mem-
ber 3 and the surface emitting laser 2 are mounted and
arranged on different surfaces of the board 1 to be aligned
with each other in a thickness direction of the board 1. As the
board 1, an FPC board, a ceramic board, a glass epoxy board,
a glass board, an Si board, and the like are used. On the board
1, a connection electrode 11 is formed, and an electric signal
is transmitted to the surface emitting laser 2 through the
connection electrode 11. The surface emitting laser 2 is of a
flip-chip type in which a light emitting unit 12 thereof is
mounted on the board 1 so as to face the board 1. When
mounting the surface emitting laser 2 on the board 1, an Au
bump 13 is formed on the surface emitting laser 2, which is
joined to a connection electrode 11 on the board 1 by ultra-
sonic, for example. In the mounting, an adhesive 14 such as an
underfill material or a sidefill material is put into a joining
portion, and then the adhesive 14 is hardened. Alternatively,
without using Au bump, the mounting can be performed by
printing a solder paste or the like on the board 1, disposing the
surface emitting laser 2 thereon, and then melting the solder
by reflow soldering and the like. Alternatively, the mounting
can be performed by forming a solder bump on the surface
emitting laser 2, disposing it on the connection electrode 11
on the board 1 by a mounting device, and melting the solder.

The guide holding member 3 has a through hole 15 having
a cylindrical shape and substantially the same diameter as an
outer diameter of the optical fiber 4 to be held. Mounting of
the guide holding member 3 on the board 1 is performed by,
for example, after applying an adhesive 16 on the mounting
surface of the board 1, mounting the guide holding member 3
on the adhesive 16 by a device such as a bonder, and harden-
ing the adhesive 16. The through hole 15 may also be a prism
shape in addition to a cylindrical shape as long as it can hold
the optical fiber 4 with an inner surface thereof. A material of
the guide holding member 3 may be ceramic, Si, glass, metal
such as SUS, and the like.

The board 1 has the hole 10 for transmitting an optical
signal to and receiving it from the surface emitting laser 2. An
inner diameter of the hole 10 is formed to be the same as or
slightly larger than an inner diameter of the through hole 15.
The optical fiber 4, which is inserted into the through hole 15
of'the guide holding member 3 and is mounted on the optical
element module 50, receives the light emitted from the light
emitting unit 12 of the surface emitting laser 2 through the
hole 10.

Mounting of the surface emitting laser 2 on the board 1 is
performed such that the hole 10 is positioned right below the
light emitting unit 12 by aligning a center of the light emitting
unit 12 of the surface emitting laser 2 with a center of the hole
10 by using a dual-view optical system. Furthermore, mount-
ing of the guide holding member 3 on the board 1 is per-
formed by aligning the center of the light emitting unit 12 of
the surface emitting laser 2 with a center of the through hole
15 by using a dual-view optical system.
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Mounting of the optical fiber 4 on the optical element
module 50 is performed via the through hole 15. Between an
end face of the through hole 15 on the surface emitting laser
2 side and the light emitting unit 12, the optical element
module 50 has a hole 10 and a space 17 that enable an
adjustment of a distance between an end face of the optical
fiber 4 to be inserted and the light emitting unit 12. The space
17 is a space between the surface emitting laser 2 and the
board 1. The optical fiber 4 is inserted into the through hole 15
to reach the vicinity of the light emitting unit 12 through the
hole 10. At a position where light output from the light emit-
ting unit 12 can be efficiently input, the optical fiber 4 is
joined to the guide holding member 3 by an adhesive 18 to
constitute the optical transmission module 100. Note thatin a
case where the optical fiber 4 is to be joined simply, it may be
joined by contacting end faces of the light emitting unit 12
and the optical fiber 4.

The optical fiber 4 includes a core 19 for transmitting light
and a cladding 20 provided on an outer periphery of the core
19, and is configured to be inserted into the through hole 15
without being covered with a jacket such as of resin. Herein,
an outer diameter of the optical fiber 4 shall be a diameter of
the cladding 20.

In a case where a multimode optical fiber is used as the
optical fiber 4, a diameter of the core 19 is about 50 um, and
that of a circular light emitting area of the light emitting unit
12 of'the surface emitting laser 2 is about 20 um. As illustrated
in FIG. 4, the light emitting area of the light emitting unit 12
is within the core 19, whereby optical coupling can be per-
formed easily.

In the optical transmission module 100 according to the
first embodiment, the surface emitting laser 2 receives an
electric signal from an electronic device, not illustrated,
mounted on the board 1, and converts the received electric
signal into an optical signal to turn the light emitting unit 12
on and off. The optical signal output from the light emitting
unit 12 is input to the optical fiber 4, and the optical fiber 4
transmits the optical signal to a signal processing device and
the like, not illustrated, whereby data is transmitted.

According to the optical transmission module 100 of the
first embodiment, it is possible to easily position the optical
fiber 4 and to hold the optical fiber 4 by using the guide
holding member 3 only, thus miniaturization can be achieved.
Furthermore, an optical coupling between the optical fiber 4
and the surface emitting laser 2 becomes possible without
deteriorating a joining strength of the optical fiber 4. Note that
in this the first embodiment, reference has been made to the
optical transmission module 100 in which an optical commu-
nication is performed between the surface emitting laser 2 and
the optical fiber 4; however, in an optical transmission module
in which the surface emitting laser 2 is replaced with a light
receiving element as the optical element as well, the position-
ing of the optical fiber 4 can be easily performed by using the
guide holding member 3 only. Therefore, in the same way as
the optical transmission module in which the surface emitting
laser 2 is mounted, miniaturization can be achieved, and the
optical coupling between the optical fiber 4 and the light
receiving element is possible without deteriorating the join-
ing strength of the optical fiber 4.

Second Embodiment

An optical transmission module according to a second
embodiment is different from the optical transmission mod-
ule 100 according to the first embodiment in that tapers are
formed at both ends of a through hole in a guide holding
member. Hereinafter, the optical transmission module
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according to the second embodiment is described with refer-
ence to the drawings. FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of an
optical element module 60 according to the second embodi-
ment. FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a guide holding member
3 A used inthe second embodiment. FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional
view of an optical transmission module 200 in which an
optical fiber 4 is inserted into and fixed to the optical element
module 60 in FIG. 5. The optical transmission module 200 in
FIG. 7 is formed of the optical element module 60 and the
optical fiber 4, and in the same way as the optical transmission
module 100 according to the first embodiment, it may be
configured such that the optical element module 30 is con-
nected to the another end face of the optical fiber 4.

The optical element module 60 according to the second
embodiment has a taper 21 and a taper 22 formed at both ends
of a through hole 15.

In the second embodiment, mounting of the guide holding
member 3A on a board 1 is performed by, after applying an
adhesive 16 on a mounting surface of the board 1, mounting
the guide holding member 3A on the adhesive 16 by a device
such as a bonder, and hardening the adhesive 16. For example,
in a case where a supply amount of the adhesive 16 is larger
than a specified amount or where a load larger than the speci-
fied amount is put during the mounting of the guide member
3A, the adhesive 16 may overflow inside a hole 10 of the
board 1 and may harden. If the adhesive 16 is overflowed
inside the hole 10 and is hardened, the optical fiber 4 cannot
be inserted into the hole 10. By forming the taper 21 on a
mounting surface side of the board 1 of the guide holding
member 3A, even in a case where the supply amount is
excessive, the extra adhesive 16 stays inside the taper 21 and
does not protrude into the hole 10, whereby the insertion of
the optical fiber 4 can be performed without any problem.
Accordingly, a yield rate in manufacturing of the optical
element module 60 can be improved.

Furthermore, in the second embodiment, the optical fiber 4
is inserted into the through hole 15 in which the taper 22 is
formed on an insertion side to reach the vicinity of the light
emitting unit 12 through the hole 10, and is joined to the guide
holding member 3A by the adhesive 18 at a position where
light output from the light emitting unit 12 can be efficiently
input. By forming the taper 22 in the through hole 15 on an
insertion side of the optical fiber 4, the insertion of the optical
fiber 4 into the through hole 15 can be performed easily.
Furthermore, since the optical fiber 4 and the guide holding
member 3A are joined by supplying the adhesive 18 inside the
taper 22, a joining area of the guide holding member 3A and
the optical fiber 4 can be made larger, whereby a joining
strength can be improved.

Note that it is not limited to a taper as long as the shape can
prevent a protrusion of the adhesive 16 into the hole 10, can
make the insertion of the optical fiber 4 into the through hole
15 easier, and can make an joining area of the guide holding
member 3A and the optical fiber 4 larger. For example, it is
also possible to form a cylindrical groove portion having a
diameter larger than an inner diameter of the through hole 15
at both ends of the through hole 15.

As Modification 1 of the optical element module 60
according to the second embodiment, an optical element
module 60B illustrated in F1G. 8 is exemplified. In the optical
element module 60B according to Modification 1, the taper
21 is formed only on a side adjacent to the board 1 in the
through hole 15 of a guide holding member 3B. By forming
the taper 21 in the through hole 15, protrusion of the adhesive
16 into the hole 10 can be prevented, and the yield rate in
manufacturing of the optical element module 60B can be
improved.
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Furthermore, as Modification 2 of the optical element mod-
ule 60 according to the second embodiment, an optical ele-
ment module 60C illustrated in FIG. 9 is exemplified. In the
optical element module 60C according to Modification 2, in
the through hole 15 of a guide holding member 3C, the taper
22 is formed only on a side of an insertion opening for the
optical fiber 4. By forming the taper 22 in the through hole 15,
not only can it function as a guide when the optical fiber 4 is
inserted but also increase an adhesive area by supplying the
adhesive 18 to the taper 22 when joining the optical fiber 4 and
the guide holding member 3C, whereby an adhesive strength.
Furthermore, the through hole 15 may have a taper shape
integral from the side of an insertion opening for the optical
fiber 4 to an outlet side thereof. In a case where the through
hole 15 has the integral taper, it is preferable that a holding
portion having substantially the same diameter as an outer
diameter of the optical fiber 4 be provided on the outlet side of
the optical fiber 4 so as to enable positioning without any
misalignment when joining the optical fiber 4 to the guide
holding member 3C.

Third Embodiment

An optical transmission module according to a third
embodiment is different from the optical transmission mod-
ule 100 according to the first embodiment in that a projected
member is formed around a hole in a board. Hereinafter, the
optical transmission module according to the third embodi-
ment is described with reference to the drawings. FIG. 10 is a
cross-sectional view of an optical transmission module 300
according to the third embodiment. FIG. 11 is a plan view of
a hole 10 in a board 1A of the optical transmission module
300 in FIG. 10 viewed from a surface emitting laser 2 side.
Note that the optical transmission module 300 in FIG. 10
includes an optical element module 70 and an optical fiber 4;
however, in the same way as the optical transmission module
100 according to the first embodiment, it is also possible to
configure such that an optical element module 30 is con-
nected to another end face of the optical fiber 4.

In the optical transmission module 300 according to the
third embodiment, a projected member 23 and a projected
member 24 are formed around the hole 10 in the board 1A.
The projected member 23 constitutes a short cylindrical
shape formed around the hole 10 of the board 1A on the
mounting side of a guide holding member 3A. The projected
member 24 constitutes a short cylindrical shape formed
around the hole 10 of the board 1 A on the mounting side of the
surface emitting laser 2. Inner diameters of the projected
member 23 and the projected member 24 are the same as or
slightly larger than a diameter of the hole 10. FIG. 11 is a plan
view ofthe hole 10 in the board 1A of the optical transmission
module 300 in FIG. 10 viewed from the surface emitting laser
2 side. By forming the projected member 23 into the same
shape as the projected member 24 and at the same position
relative to the hole 10, a plan view of the hole 10 in the board
1A of the optical transmission module 300 viewed from the
guide member 3A side becomes the same as FIG. 11 (the
projected member 24 is replaced with the projected member
23). The projected member 23 and the projected member 24
are formed by a resist and the like, and are formed into an
intended shape by applying the resist on a surface of the board
1A and by using a photolithography process.

In the third embodiment, mounting of the guide holding
member 3A on the board 1A is performed by, after applying
the adhesive 16 on an outer periphery of the projected mem-
ber 23, which is a mounting surface of the board 1A, mount-
ing the guide holding member 3A on the board 1A on which
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the adhesive 16 is applied by a device such as a bonder, and
hardening the adhesive 16. By forming the projected member
23 around the hole 10 ofthe board 1A on the mounting side of
the guide holding member 3A, even in a case where a large
amount of the adhesive 16 is applied, it is possible to prevent
the adhesive 16 from protruding into the hole 10 since the
adhesive 16 is dammed by the projected member 23, and the
adhesive 16 flows into the taper 21 of the guide holding
member 3A, whereby insertion of the optical fiber 4 can be
performed without any problem. Accordingly, a yield rate in
manufacturing of the optical transmission module 300 can be
improved.

Further, in the third embodiment, mounting of the surface
emitting laser 2 on the board 1A is performed by forming an
Au bump 13 on a connection surface with the board 1A of'the
surface emitting laser 2, and by disposing it upon a connec-
tion electrode 11 of the board 1A and joining by an ultrasonic
device, and by pouring an adhesive 14 into a joining portion,
and by hardening the adhesive 14. By forming the projected
member 24 around the hole 10 in the board 1A on the mount-
ing side of the surface emitting laser 2, the projected member
24 dams the adhesive 14. Accordingly, it is possible to prevent
protrusion of the adhesive 14 inside the hole 10, and the
insertion of the optical fiber 4 can be performed without any
problem. A yield rate in manufacturing the optical transmis-
sion module 300 can be improved.

Furthermore, as Modification 1 of the optical transmission
module 300 according to the third embodiment, an optical
transmission module 3008 illustrated in FIG. 12 is exempli-
fied. Inthe optical transmission module 300B of Modification
1, the projected member 24 is formed only around the hole 10
of'a board 1B on the mounting surface of the surface emitting
laser 2. In Modification 1, by forming the projected member
24 around the hole 10 on the mounting surface of the surface
emitting laser 2, it is possible to prevent protrusion of the
adhesive 14 inside the hole 10, and to perform insertion of the
optical fiber 4 without any problem. Furthermore, in the
through hole 15 of the guide holding member 3B, the taper 21
is formed on a side adjacent to the board 1B, whereby the
protrusion of the adhesive 16 into the hole 10 can be pre-
vented.

Furthermore, as Modification 2 of the optical transmission
module 300 according to the third embodiment, an optical
transmission module 300C illustrated in FIG. 13 is exempli-
fied. In the optical transmission module 300C according to
Modification 2, the projected member 23 and the projected
member 24 are formed around the hole 10 of the board 1A.
Furthermore, in Modification 2, no taper is formed in the
through hole 15 of the guide holding member 3 on the board
1A side. In Modification 2, by forming the projected member
24 around the hole 10 on the mounting surface of the surface
emitting laser 2, it is possible to prevent protrusion of the
adhesive 14 inside the hole 10, and to perform insertion of the
optical fiber 4 without any problem. Furthermore, by forming
the projected member 23 around the hole 10 on the mounting
surface of the guide holding member 3, it is possible to
prevent protrusion of the adhesive 16 inside the hole 10, to
perform insertion of the optical fiber 4 without any problem.
Note that the same effect can be obtained by forming the
projected member 23 around the through hole 15 of the guide
holding member 3.

Further, as Modification 3 of the optical transmission mod-
ule 300 according to the third embodiment, an optical trans-
mission module 300D illustrated in FIG. 14 is exemplified. In
the optical transmission module 300D according to Modifi-
cation 3, the projected member 23 is formed only around the
hole 10 of a board 1D on a mounting surface of the guide
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holding member 3. In Modification 3, by forming the pro-
jected member 23 around the hole 10 on the mounting surface
of the guide holding member 3, it is possible to prevent
protrusion of the adhesive 16 inside the hole 10, and to per-
form insertion of the optical fiber 4 without any problem.
Note that in the same way as Modification 2, the same effect
can be obtained by forming the projected member 23 around
the through hole 15 of the guide holding member 3.

Fourth Embodiment

An optical transmission module 400 according to a fourth
embodiment uses, as an optical element, a wire bonding type
surface emitting laser, which is mounted on a board such that
a light emitting unit is positioned to be opposite to the mount-
ing surface of the board. FIG. 15 is a cross-sectional view of
an optical element module 80 according to the fourth embodi-
ment. FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view of the optical trans-
mission module 400 in which an optical fiber 4 is inserted into
and fixed to the optical element module 80 in FIG. 15. Note
that the optical transmission module 400 in FIG. 16 includes
the optical element module 80 and the optical fiber 4; how-
ever, it is also possible to configure such that an optical
element module 30 is connected to another end face of the
optical fiber 4 in the same way as the optical transmission
module 100 according to the first embodiment.

On a board 1E, a connection electrode 11A and a connec-
tion electrode 11B are formed. On the connection electrode
11A, a conductive adhesive 25 such as an Ag paste or a solder
paste is applied. A surface emitting laser 2A is disposed such
that a light emitting unit 12 positions opposite to a mounting
surface of the board 1E, and by heating a conductive adhesive
25, the surface emitting laser 2A is die-bonded to the connec-
tion electrode 11A. On the light emitting unit 12 side of the
surface emitting laser 2A, a connection electrode 11C is
formed, and the connection electrode 11C and the connection
electrode 11B are wire bonded by an Au wire and the like. The
wire bonded part may be reinforced by a resin adhesive as
necessary.

A guide holding member 3E has a space 17E inside which
the surface emitting laser 2A is housed, and is mounted on a
mounting surface of the surface emitting laser 2A of the board
1E. After the adhesive 16 is applied to the board 1E, the guide
holding member 3E is mounted on the adhesive 16 by a
bonder and the like, and the guide holding member 3E is
mounted by hardening the adhesive 16. In mounting the guide
holding member 3E on the board 1E, a dual-view optical
system is used to align a center of the light emitting unit 12 of
the surface emitting laser 2 and a center of the through hole 15
in mounting.

Mounting of the optical fiber 4 to the optical element mod-
ule 80 is performed through the through hole 15. The through
hole 15 has a cylindrical shape and substantially the same
diameter as an outer diameter of the optical fiber 4. On an
insertion side of the optical fiber 4 of the through hole 15, a
taper 22 is formed. The optical fiber 4 is inserted into the
through hole 15 through the taper 22 to reach the vicinity of
the light emitting unit 12, and is joined to the guide holding
member 3E by an adhesive 18 at a position where light output
from the light emitting unit 12 can be input efficiently. When
the optical fiber 4 is joined to the optical element module 80,
it becomes the optical transmission module 400 according to
the fourth embodiment. In the optical transmission module
400 according to the fourth embodiment, by forming the taper
22 on the insertion side of the optical fiber 4 of the through
hole 15, insertion of the optical fiber 4 into the through hole 15
can be performed easily. Furthermore, since the optical fiber

10

25

35

40

45

50

65

10

4 and the guide holding member 3E are joined by supplying
the adhesive 18 inside the taper 22, a joining area of the guide
holding member 3E and the optical fiber 4 can be made larger,
whereby a joining strength can be improved.

The optical transmission module 400 according to the
fourth embodiment is mounted by integrating the surface
emitting laser 2A and the guide holding member 3E on one
side surface of the board 1E. Accordingly, manufacturing of
the optical transmission module 400 having a high flexibility
of design becomes possible.

As above, the embodiments of the present invention have
been described; however, the present invention may include
various embodiments and the like not described herein, and it
is possible to implement various design changes and the like
within a scope that does not deviate from the technical ideas
specified in claims.

According to some embodiments, in an optical element
module having an optical element and a board on which the
optical element is mounted, a guide holding member having
a through hole into which an optical fiber is configured to be
inserted and the optical element are mounted and arranged to
be aligned with each other in a thickness direction of the
board. The optical fiber is inserted into the cylindrical through
hole having substantially the same diameter as an outer diam-
eter of the optical fiber. A distance between an end face of the
optical fiber to be inserted and the light emitting unit or the
light receiving unit is adjusted for joining. With this, it is
possible to achieve miniaturization of the optical element
module, and to improve optical transmission efficiency.

As described above, an optical element module, an optical
transmission module, and a method of manufacturing the
optical transmission module according to the present inven-
tion is suitable for use in performing a high-speed signal
transmission between an imaging device with a high pixel
number and a signal processing device. Furthermore, the
optical transmission module according to the present inven-
tion is especially suitable for use in which a high-speed data
communication is performed and miniaturization is
demanded, such as in an endoscope and in an ultrasonic
image system (ultrasonic endoscope).

Additional advantages and modifications will readily
occur to those skilled in the art. Therefore, the invention in its
broader aspects is not limited to the specific details and rep-
resentative embodiments shown and described herein.
Accordingly, various modifications may be made without
departing from the spirit or scope of the general inventive
concept as defined by the appended claims and their equiva-
lents.

What is claimed is:

1. An optical element module comprising:

an optical element having a light receiving unit configured
to input an optical signal or a light emitting unit config-
ured to output an optical signal;

a board on which the optical element is mounted; and

a guide holding member that has a through hole into which
an optical fiber including a core and a cladding is con-
figured to be inserted for inputting and outputting the
optical signal to or from the light receiving unit or the
light emitting unit of the optical element, and is mounted
and arranged to be aligned with the optical element in a
thickness direction of the board; and

an adhesive disposed between the board and the guide
holding member, the guide holding member being
mounted on the adhesive on the board, the adhesive
being hardened to fix the guide holding member to the
board;
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wherein the through hole has a cylindrical shape and has
substantially the same diameter as an outer diameter of
the optical fiber,

a diameter of the light receiving unit or the light emitting
unit is smaller than that of the core of the optical fiber;

the optical element is flip-chip mounted on the board such
that the light emitting unit or the light receiving unit is
opposed to the board;

the guide holding member is mounted on a surface of the
board opposite to where the optical element is mounted;

the board has a hole for transmitting and receiving the
optical signal between the optical element and the opti-
cal fiber positioned on different surfaces;

an inner diameter of the hole is equal to or larger than an
inner diameter of the through hole; and

the through hole includes an end portion facing the board
and having a tapered shape.

2. The optical element module according to claim 1,
wherein an end portion of the through hole on an insertion
opening side of the optical fiber has a tapered shape.

3. The optical element module according claim 1, further
comprising a projected member that projects from a mount-
ing surface of the board where the optical element is mounted
and that is formed around the hole on the mounting surface of
the board.

4. The optical element module according to claim 1,
wherein a space is provided between an end face of the
through hole on a side of the optical element and the light
emitting unit or the light receiving unit for adjusting a dis-
tance between an end face of the optical fiber to be inserted
and the light emitting unit or the light receiving unit.

5. An optical transmission module using the optical ele-
ment module according to claim 1, further comprising an
optical fiber inserted into the through hole, wherein

the optical fiber is joined to the guide holding member by
optically aligning one end face of the optical fiber with
the light emitting unit or the light receiving unit of the
optical element.

6. The optical transmission module according to claim 5,

further comprising:

a transmission module having a light emitting unit opti-
cally aligned with the other end face of the optical fiber
and configured to output an optical signal to the light
receiving unit of the optical element, or

areceiving module having a light receiving unit configured
to input the optical signal from the light emitting unit of
the optical element.

7. A method of manufacturing the optical transmission

module of claim 5, the method comprising:

mounting the optical element on a surface of the board;

mounting the guide holding member having the through
hole which has a cylindrical shape and has substantially
the same diameter as an outer diameter of the optical
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fiber, on the board after mounting the optical element on
the board, by aligning a center of the light receiving unit
or the light emitting unit with a center of the through hole
and by arranging the guide holding member to be
aligned with the optical element in a thickness direction
of the board;

inserting the optical fiber into the through hole;

adjusting a distance between the one end face of the optical
fiber and the light receiving unit or the light emitting unit
and optically aligning the one end face of the optical
fiber with the light emitting unit or the light receiving
unit; and

joining the optical fiber to the guide holding member.

8. An optical element module comprising:

an optical element having a light receiving unit configured
to input an optical signal or a light emitting unit config-
ured to output an optical signal;

a board on which the optical element is mounted;

a guide holding member that has a through hole into which
an optical fiber including a core and a cladding is con-
figured to be inserted for inputting and outputting the
optical signal to or from the light receiving unit or the
light emitting unit of the optical element, and is mounted
and arranged to be aligned with the optical element in a
thickness direction of the board; and

an adhesive disposed between the board and the guide
holding member to fix the guide holding member to the
board,

wherein the through hole has a cylindrical shape and has
substantially the same diameter as an outer diameter of
the optical fiber;

a diameter of the light receiving unit or the light emitting
unit is smaller than that of the core of the optical fiber;

the optical element is flip-chip mounted on the board such
that the light emitting unit or the light receiving unit is
opposed to the board;

the guide holding member is mounted on a surface of the
board opposite to where the optical element is mounted;

the board has a hole for transmitting and receiving the
optical signal between the optical element and the opti-
cal fiber positioned on different surfaces; and

the optical element module further comprising a projected
member disposed between the adhesive and the hole, the
projecting member projecting from a mounting surface
of the board where the guide holding member is
mounted to prevent the adhesive from protruding into
the hole.

9. The optical element module according to claim 8,
wherein the projected member has an inner diameter and an
outer diameter, the inner diameter of the projected member
being at least a same diameter as a diameter of the hole.
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